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The introduction presents the purpose of  the paper and the rationale for its significance in 
a clear and concise manner. This is a significant topic which can inform the work of  
researchers in instructional design. 
 
The theoretical framework is adequately addressed, although the distinction between 
instructional theories and learning theories may not be clear to some readers. The author 
may wish to elaborate on why he/she considers Sweller’s Cognitive Load Theory (CLT) to 
be a learning theory rather than an instructional theory. CLT builds upon descriptive 
theories of  human cognitive architecture such as Bartlett’s (1932, 1958) proposed schemas 
and Miller’s (1956) research on working memory. Furthermore, CLT prescribes that 
instruction be designed to optimize the load on working memory by minimizing 
extraneous cognitive load. The author may wish to select as an example a theory that is 
more clearly a learning theory, and also select a specific instructional design theory for 
contrast. 
 
The definition of  “situation” (p. 4) is too similar to Reigeluth’s and should either be an 
exact quote or reworded: “The situation here means those aspects of  the context that 
influence selection of  methods.” 
Reigeluth: “Therefore, I use the term ‘situation’ to refer to those aspects of  the context 
that do influence selection of  methods.” 
 
In describing the methodology for selecting and categorizing articles, it may be helpful to 
describe how the criteria were chosen. Were they determined a priori or did they emerge 
from an exploratory analysis? If  the latter, are the categories comprehensive or are 
potentially useful categories missing because they weren’t addressed by any articles in the 
literature review? Some categories are actually combinations of  categories. For example, 
“Instructional design theory for types of  learning” includes some articles that address 
cognitive domains (conceptual understanding, causal principles, critical thinking) and 
others that address instructional strategies (goal-based scenarios, problem-based learning, 
anchored instruction). Self-regulated learning seems separate from these. 
 
Also, limiting the literature review to one particular journal simply because it was the first 
to publish on the subject in Korea seems like a weak argument. Are there currently any 
other peer-reviewed journals publishing relevant articles? If  so, they should be included to 
provide a fuller picture of  the trends in Korea and avoid potential misrepresentation. 
 
The recommendations for future research are mostly consistent with the findings discussed 
in the paper and provide useful guidance for researchers. 
 
In general there are problems with verb tense, with too much shifting from present perfect 
to past perfect to past tense. 
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APER (Asia Pacific Education Review) is the journal which is being published 

biannually by the Education Research Institute at Seoul National University, South 

Korea. The institute was established in December of 1999 in order to educate 

specialists and scholars who can work for the development of Asian and Pacific 

education. 

  

The main purpose of APER is to facilitate the exchange of disciplined inquiries of 

educational problems and issues and promote research and professional development 

among Asia-Pacific scholars, researchers, and educators. APER publishes theoretical 

and empirical papers, book reviews, and program development and applications 

pertinent to all areas of Asia-Pacific education. 

 

APER (Asia Pacific Education Review ) is the journal which is being published 

biannually by the Education Research Institute at Seoul National University, South 

Korea. APER is indexed and abstracted in SSCI(Social Science Citation Index) since 

2005. 
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